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and in it he apologises for his "impudence" (his own
word).1

NIETZSCHE TO PETER GAST.

Nice, March 21, 1888.
Pension de GenSve, Rue Rossini.
DEAR FRIEND:

, . . With regard to all the things yon wrote to
me on the last occasion in puncto Wagner, I was abso-
lutely delighted. Yon are the only man to-day who is
able not only to feel such finesses of taste but also to
substantiate them. Whereas I? on the other hand, am
condemned to groping and feeling my way in my usual
absurd manner. I no longer know anything, hear any*
thing, or read anything; and in spite of it all there
is really nothing about which I am more concerned
than the fate of music.

I must not forget, however, that I have^ as a mat*
ter of fact, heard three things by Offenbach (La
Pericholle, La Grande Diichesse de Gerolstein, La

JSpitteIer had published a review of Nietzsche's works ii*
the "&und" of Berne for the end of January, 1888. It was on
the whole well meant, thought in regard to many points it re-
vealed misunderstandings, Nietzsche was pleased with the re-
view as such, although he did not conceal from the editor of
the Bund the objections he had to it. When Spitteler heard of
this, he laid the points in question before Nietzsche himself.
Originally Spitteler's essay dealt only with Nietzsche's earlier
jmtings; when, however, Spitteler became acquainted with the
other works he asked the editor of the Bund to return his re*
view which he then extended. This occurred a third time
before the essay was finally published in January, 1888, ("Be-
yond Good and EviP* was never known to Spitteler* that is
why it is not mentioned in his review.) This kind of imperfect
acquaintance with and rapid discussion of an author's works
seemed to Spitteler, particularly in regard to Nietzsche, even
then a performance for which he felt he must apologize*